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What a brutal week! The "Budget Wars" started on Monday when House Ways & Means Committee Chairman Ross Hunter released his proposed 2011–13 Operating Budget. That budget could hardly have been worse for Washington's farmers and ranchers. First, it eliminated $4.2m in funding to Conservation Districts, which was an incredible 30% cut. It got worse. The Department of Agriculture's budget was cut $13.6m – – a staggering 60% reduction in the General Fund Support for that agency. It then got even worse. Fair Funding was reduced a stunning 75% from a biennial budget of $4m to only $1m. Agricultural stakeholders became incredibly angry, and then we got to work.

We first met with Department of Agriculture Director Newhouse and his senior staff to discuss possible ways to deal with the devastating House budget. Later that afternoon, we met with Conservation Commission Director Mark Clark and his staff to discuss strategies to rebuild the Commission's eviscerated budget. Finally, the Fair's Association developed a budget plan that we could work with. The concepts we developed for restoring funding to the Department, the Commission, and the Fairs, carried over into discussions about possible amendments to the proposed House budget with Representatives Haigh, Blake, and Springer, and Speaker Chopp.

After picking up support from the Republican side of the aisle through Representatives Chandler, Ross, and Krtetz, we were somewhat disappointed to hear that the 3 agricultural amendments would likely not be entertained Wednesday evening by the House Ways & Means Committee when it started Executive Action on the budget. That all changed late yesterday evening when that Committee adopted the following amendments:

1) An amendment by Rep Haigh that restored $6m in the Department of Agriculture budget,

2) Another amendment by Rep Haigh that increased Fair Funding by $1m to a total of $2m, and,

3) An amendment by Rep Hunter reducing the 30% cut to the Conservation Commission to a 15% cut – – an increase of approximately $2m.

In spite of this progress we made in front of the House Ways & Means Committee, all of these funding issues have a long way to go. The full House is scheduled to pass its version of the Operating Budget on Friday or Saturday, and the Senate is planning to unveil its proposed Operating Budget on Monday. Once we know where these funding levels stand in the Senate Budget, and where the Governor stands on these funding issues, we will develop a Conference Committee strategy on all three of these appropriations.

The one good piece of news in the House Operating Budget was that there were no targeted reductions to agricultural research at WSU. However, since the proposed House budget decimated higher education funding, (including WSU), it is likely only a matter of time before the University will have to decide what reductions will have to occur to agricultural research in order to balance the University's budget. With the level of cuts leveled on higher education, it is highly unlikely that agricultural research will escape unscathed. That being said, being able to manage budget reductions are vastly superior to targeted cuts in the actual budget documents.

All in all, it has been a very rough week.

	Bill Tracking Summary


	High Priority Bills
	Sponsor
	Position
	Status


	

	ES1086
	Making 2009-2011 supplemental operating appropriations. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Hunter
	Support
	C, 5 L 11


	

	S1087
	Making 2011-2013 operating appropriations.
	 
	Hunter
	Support
	H, 2nd Reading


	

	E1091
	Modifying the unemployment insurance program. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Sells
	Support
	C, 4 L 11


	

	1306
	Removing the expiration date for exempting applicants who operate commercial motor vehicles for agribusiness purposes from certain commercial driver's license requirements.
	 
	Lytton
	Support
	S, 2nd Reading


	

	S1467
	Modifying the definition of a well for the purposes of chapter 18.104 RCW. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Buys
	Support
	S, Passed 3rd


	

	ES1489
	Protecting water quality through restrictions on fertilizer containing phosphorus. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Billig
	Oppose
	S, Pres Signed


	

	1735
	Concerning creating clean water jobs through storm water pollution funding.
	 
	Ormsby
	Concerns
	H, Ways & Means


	

	ES1886
	Implementing recommendations of the Ruckelshaus Center process. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Takko
	Support
	S, Passed 3rd


	

	2050
	Establishing an annual water rights protection fee.
	 
	Hudgins
	Oppose
	H, Ways & Means


	

	5135
	Responding to the current economic conditions by temporarily modifying the unemployment insurance social cost factor rate for rate year 2011. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Kohl-Welles
	Support
	C, 3 L 11


	

	S5536
	Regarding the management of water resources. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Rockefeller
	Concerns
	S, Ways & Means


	

	E5566
	Concerning long-term disability for injured workers and costs to the workers' compensation program. (REVISED FOR ENGROSSED: Reforming workers' compensation through authorization of voluntary settlements, creation of a return to work subsidy program, and authorization of a study of occupational disease. ) (AS OF SENATE 2ND READING 3/05/11)
	 
	Kohl-Welles
	Support
	H, Labor/Work Dev


	

	5604
	Concerning creating clean water jobs through storm water pollution funding.
	 
	Nelson
	Oppose
	S, Ways & Means


	

	S5635
	Concerning changes in the point of a diversion under a surface water right permit. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Honeyford
	Monitor
	S, Pres Signed


	

	S5669
	Consolidating natural resources agencies and programs. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Ranker
	Oppose
	S, Ways & Means


	

	S5717
	Implementing the higher education funding task force recommendations. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Tom
	Monitor
	S, Ways & Means


	

	5757
	Protecting groundwater.
	 
	Nelson
	Concerns
	S, Ways & Means


	

	5816
	Terminating certain tax preferences to provide funding for maintaining basic health program enrollment.
	 
	Chase
	Concerns
	S, Ways & Means


	

	5857
	Concerning tax expenditure reform to provide transparency and accountability in fiscal matters.
	 
	Kohl-Welles
	Oppose
	S, Ways & Means


	

	5860
	Addressing state government employee compensation.
	 
	Murray
	Concerns
	S, Ways & Means



Medium Priority Bills 

	

	S1057
	Creating the farm labor contractor account. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Hudgins
	Monitor
	S, Rules 2G


	

	ES1175
	Making transportation appropriations for the 2009-2011 and 2011-2013 fiscal biennia. (AS OF HOUSE 2ND READING 3/25/11)
	 
	Clibborn
	Monitor
	S, 2nd Reading


	

	E1177
	Regarding field investigations on privately owned lands.
	 
	Hunt
	Monitor
	S, 3rd/reconsid


	

	1179
	Clarifying that public employees may attend informational or educational meetings regarding legislative issues.
	 
	Hunt
	Monitor
	S, Pres Signed


	

	1229
	Concerning the certification of commercial driver's license holders and applicants.
	 
	Moscoso
	Monitor
	S, Passed 3rd


	

	1286
	Concerning the tax preference review process.
	 
	Orcutt
	Monitor
	S, Ways & Means


	

	S1371
	Addressing boards and commissions. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Darneille
	Concerns
	H, Ways & Means


	

	1381
	Regarding sufficient cause for the nonuse of water.
	 
	Warnick
	Support
	S, Env/Water/Ener


	

	1391
	Regarding the use of water delivered from the federal Columbia basin project.
	 
	Warnick
	Support
	S, Pres Signed


	

	1392
	Regarding leases of irrigation district property.
	 
	Klippert
	Support
	S, Ag&RuralEc Dev


	

	S1861
	Concerning the sale or lease of surplus state-owned railroad properties. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Armstrong
	Monitor
	S, Passed 3rd


	

	2023
	Achieving savings in workers' compensation but only with respect to permanent partial disability awards and awards of permanent total disability following an award of permanent partial disability.
	 
	Springer
	Monitor
	H, Labor/Work Dev


	

	2025
	Freezing industrial insurance cost-of-living increases.
	 
	Springer
	Monitor
	H, Labor/Work Dev


	

	S2026
	Creating the industrial insurance rainy day account.
	 
	Sells
	Monitor
	H, LWDDPS


	

	5044
	Concerning the tax preference review process.
	 
	Rockefeller
	Monitor
	H, 2nd Reading


	

	S5069
	Creating the farm labor contractor account. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Prentice
	Monitor
	H, Rules R


	

	ES5077
	Prohibiting the use of eminent domain for economic development. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Pflug
	Support
	H, Judiciary


	

	S5176
	Making transportation appropriations for the 2009-2011 and 2011-2013 fiscal biennia. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Haugen
	Monitor
	S, Rules 2


	

	S5359
	Concerning contiguous land under current use open space property tax programs. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Morton
	Support
	H, Passed 3rd


	

	ES5555
	Concerning interbasin transfers of water rights. (AS OF SENATE 2ND READING 3/04/11)
	 
	Parlette
	Monitor
	S, Pres Signed



Low Priority Bills 

	

	S1169
	Regarding noxious weed lists. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Haigh
	Monitor
	S, Passed 3rd


	

	1212
	Authorizing the department of agriculture to accept and expend gifts.
	 
	Lytton
	Support
	S, Rules 2


	

	1358
	Modifying combination of vehicle provisions.
	 
	Klippert
	Monitor
	S, Rules 2G


	

	S1506
	Addressing fire suppression efforts and capabilities on unprotected land outside a fire protection jurisdiction. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Chandler
	Monitor
	S, Passed 3rd


	

	S5072
	Authorizing the department of agriculture to accept and expend gifts. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Hatfield
	Support
	H, Rules R



Dead Bills 

	

	1035
	Prohibiting the use of eminent domain for economic development.
	 
	Springer
	Support
	H, Judiciary


	

	1054
	Declaring water conservation practices to be a beneficial use of water for the purposes of relinquishment.
	 
	Chandler
	Support
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1060
	Concerning contiguous land under current use open space property tax programs.
	 
	Chandler
	Monitor
	H, Ways & Means


	

	1068
	Requiring the governor's signature on significant legislative rules.
	 
	Bailey
	Support
	H, SGTribalAff


	

	1090
	Responding to the current economic conditions by temporarily modifying the unemployment insurance program.
	 
	Sells
	Support
	H, Labor/Work Dev


	

	1117
	Regarding the relinquishment of water rights.
	 
	Taylor
	Support
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1120
	Delaying the implementation of the family leave insurance program.
	 
	Sells
	Support
	H, Ways & Means


	

	1151
	Reducing the regulatory burden for Washington businesses.
	 
	Smith
	Support
	H, SGTribalAff


	

	1152
	Providing technical assistance to achieve voluntary compliance with water pollution control statutes.
	 
	Smith
	Support
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1155
	Prohibiting local governments and state agencies from mandating the installation of fire sprinkler systems in agricultural structures.
	 
	Orcutt
	Monitor
	H, Local Govt


	

	1156
	Providing a moratorium on rule making.
	 
	Orcutt
	Support
	H, SGTribalAff


	

	1162
	Streamlining natural resources management.
	 
	Orcutt
	Monitor
	H, SGTribalAff


	

	S1165
	Providing support for small business. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Liias
	Support
	H, Ways & Means


	

	1174
	Making 2009-11 supplemental transportation appropriations.
	 
	Clibborn
	Monitor
	H, Trans


	

	1187
	Creating the climate change accountability act.
	 
	Hinkle
	Support
	H, Environment


	

	1197
	Addressing the growth management hearings board.
	 
	Taylor
	Monitor
	H, Local Govt


	

	1199
	Fostering economic development by encouraging increased productivity on certain working lands through transfers in ownership.
	 
	Taylor
	Monitor
	H, Cap Budget


	

	1233
	Streamlining state environmental permitting through the elimination of the hydraulics project approval process.
	 
	Pearson
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1240
	Establishing a moratorium on the imposition of impact fees.
	 
	Orcutt
	Monitor
	H, Local Govt


	

	1271
	Limiting the use of fertilizer containing phosphorus.
	 
	Billig
	Concerns
	H, Environment


	

	1272
	Requiring the employment security department to verify that workers referred to employers are authorized to work in the United States.
	 
	Chandler
	Monitor
	H, Labor/Work Dev


	

	1273
	Concerning access to land for hunting and fishing.
	 
	Kristiansen
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1275
	Including insects used as organic pest control in the sales and use tax exemption for fertilizer and chemical spray.
	 
	Wilcox
	Monitor
	H, Ways & Means


	

	S1296
	Creating a water commission. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Hinkle
	Monitor
	H, Ways & Means


	

	1297
	Concerning the relinquishment of a water right.
	 
	Chandler
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1313
	Regulating soil science and wetland science professions.
	 
	Green
	Monitor
	H, Gen Gov Apps


	

	1378
	Clarifying that the legislature intends that RCW 90.14.140 be liberally construed.
	 
	Warnick
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1379
	Defining "crop rotation" for the purposes of RCW 90.14.140(1)(k).
	 
	Warnick
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1380
	Concerning the relinquishment of a water right.
	 
	Warnick
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1390
	Exempting irrigation and drainage ditches from the definition of critical areas.
	 
	Taylor
	Support
	H, Local Govt


	

	1460
	Reorganizing natural resource agencies.
	 
	Hunt
	Oppose
	H, SGTribalAff


	

	1577
	Verifying that an applicant for a driver's license or identicard is lawfully within the United States.
	 
	Armstrong
	Monitor
	H, Trans


	

	1610
	Regarding the management of water resources.
	 
	Blake
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1671
	Enacting the regulatory fairness act of 2011.
	 
	Overstreet
	Monitor
	H, SGTribalAff


	

	1685
	Regarding water well construction requirements.
	 
	Takko
	Monitor
	H, Rules C


	

	1777
	Addressing development regulations adopted under the growth management act to protect critical areas that apply to agricultural activities.
	 
	Kretz
	Monitor
	H, Local Govt


	

	1850
	Regarding the consolidation of certain natural resources agencies and programs.
	 
	Dunshee
	Oppose
	H, SGTribalAff


	

	1871
	Regarding implementation of recommendations of the William D. Ruckelshaus Center.
	 
	Takko
	Support
	H, Local Govt


	

	1896
	Ensuring the continuance of agricultural activities through provisions in the growth management act.
	 
	Kretz
	Support
	H, Local Govt


	

	1906
	Protecting salmon and steelhead spawning beds.
	 
	Cody
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	1968
	Specifying when a preparer lien must be filed.
	 
	Walsh
	Monitor
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	4003
	Requesting the governor to withdraw the state from the western climate initiative.
	 
	Short
	Support
	H, Environment


	

	4011
	Requesting support for Phase II of the Columbia Basin Project.
	 
	Schmick
	Concerns
	H, Ag & Nat Res


	

	5026
	Clarifying the definition of "farm vehicle" to encourage similar recognition in federal tax law.
	 
	Haugen
	Support
	S, Rules X


	

	S5049
	Implementing recommendations of the sunshine committee. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Kline
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	S5087
	Regarding noxious weed lists. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Sheldon
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	5095
	Making 2011 supplemental operating appropriations.
	 
	Murray
	Monitor
	S, Ways & Means


	

	5096
	Withdrawing the state from participation in the western climate initiative.
	 
	Delvin
	Support
	S, Env/Water/Ener


	

	5118
	Concerning output-based air emission standards.
	 
	Rockefeller
	Monitor
	S, Env/Water/Ener


	

	S5128
	Concerning statewide transportation planning. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Haugen
	Monitor
	H, Trans


	

	5129
	Concerning portions of state highways better served by merged districts under certain circumstances.
	 
	Haugen
	Monitor
	S, Transportation


	

	5166
	Allowing off-road vehicles on public highways in certain areas.
	 
	Schoesler
	Support
	S, Rules X


	

	5175
	Making 2009-11 supplemental transportation appropriations.
	 
	Haugen
	Monitor
	S, Transportation


	

	S5194
	Protecting water quality through restrictions on fertilizer containing phosphorus. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	White
	Oppose
	S, Rules X


	

	5209
	Concerning the relinquishment of a water right.
	 
	Delvin
	Support
	S, Env/Water/Ener


	

	5210
	Creating a water commission.
	 
	Delvin
	Support
	S, Env/Water/Ener


	

	S5215
	Removing the expiration date for exempting applicants who operate commercial motor vehicles for agribusiness purposes from certain commercial driver's license requirements. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Hobbs
	Support
	S, Rules X


	

	5225
	Regulating soil science and wetland science professions.
	 
	Murray
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	5238
	Establishing the Washington investment trust.
	 
	Prentice
	Monitor
	S, FI/Hous/Ins


	

	S5266
	Facilitating improvement of the state's permitting process. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Swecker
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	5267
	Providing fairness in government regulation of property.
	 
	Swecker
	Monitor
	S, GovtOp & Elect


	

	S5282
	Regarding field investigations on privately owned lands. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Chase
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	S5292
	Exempting certain structures that are constructed and maintained by irrigation districts from the definition of critical areas. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Honeyford
	Support
	S, Rules X


	

	5293
	Regarding the use of water delivered from the federal Columbia basin project.
	 
	Schoesler
	Support
	S, Rules X


	

	5312
	Concerning the publication of tax data to ensure the transparency of Washington's tax preferences and structure to the public while protecting confidential taxpayer information.
	 
	Kline
	Support
	S, Ways & Means


	

	S5325
	Concerning trade promotion. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Shin
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	5376
	Regarding the disposal of lands by natural resource agencies.
	 
	Morton
	Monitor
	S, NR/Marine


	

	S5407
	Concerning the issuance of drivers' licenses, drivers' instruction permits, juvenile agricultural driving permits, and identicards. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Haugen
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	5469
	Addressing boards and commissions.
	 
	Pridemore
	Monitor
	S, GovtOp & Elect


	

	5570
	Prohibiting the impoundment of farm vehicles under certain conditions.
	 
	Honeyford
	Monitor
	S, Ag&RuralEc Dev


	

	S5582
	Addressing administrative efficiencies for the workers' compensation program. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Conway
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	S5611
	Regarding the use of designated agricultural lands. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Hobbs
	Monitor
	S, Rules X


	

	5629
	Concerning the certification of commercial driver's license holders and applicants.
	 
	White
	Monitor
	S, Transportation


	

	5684
	Regarding water well construction requirements.
	 
	Rockefeller
	Monitor
	S, Env/Water/Ener


	

	S5713
	Implementing recommendations of the Ruckelshaus Center process. (DIGEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTITUTE)
	 
	Haugen
	Support
	S, Rules X


	

	5750
	Regarding the withdrawal of waters of the state from additional appropriations.
	 
	Holmquist Newbry
	Support
	S, Env/Water/Ener


	

	5760
	Clarifying regulations that impact freight rail operations necessary to improve Washington state's trade competitiveness, economic viability, and multimodal transportation infrastructure.
	 
	White
	Monitor
	S, Transportation


	

	5858
	Disposing of department of fish and wildlife-owned land that is used for agricultural purposes.
	 
	Schoesler
	Monitor
	S, NR/Marine


	

	5867
	Increasing off-road fuel tax refunds.
	 
	White
	Monitor
	S, Transportation


	Bill Tracking Details


	S1057
	Farm labor contractor acct
	Hudgins


	House Committee on Labor & Workforce Development (originally sponsored by Representatives Hudgins, Green, and Reykdal)
	
	Requested by
Department of Labor & Industries


	
Creates the farm labor contractor account to be used for administering the farm labor contractor licensing program.

	Companion Bill:
	5069  Farm labor contractor acct
	H, Rules R

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1057-s.pdf


	ES1086
	Operating sup budget 2009-11
	Hunter


	House Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Representatives Hunter, Alexander, and Darneille)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Makes 2009-2011 supplemental operating appropriations.

	Companion Bill:
	5095  Operating sup budget 2009-11
	S, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1086-s.e.pdf


	S1087
	Operating 2009-11 & 2011-13
	Hunter


	Representatives Hunter, Alexander, and Darneille
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Makes 2011-2013 operating appropriations.

	Companion Bill:
	5094  Operating budget 2011-2013
	S, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1087-s.pdf


	E1091
	Unemployment insurance prog.
	Sells


	House Committee on Labor & Workforce Development (originally sponsored by Representatives Sells, Reykdal, and Kenney)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Modifies the unemployment insurance program.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1091.e.pdf


	S1169
	Noxious weed lists
	Haigh


	House Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally sponsored by Representatives Haigh, Chandler, Blake, Kristiansen, Taylor, Rivers, Finn, and Shea)
	
	


	
Requires the state noxious weed control board to adopt guidelines, by rule, for placing plants on the state noxious weed list.
Allows a county noxious weed control board, or other branch of county or city government, to conduct education, outreach, or other assistance regarding plant species not included on the state noxious weed list if the county or city determines that the plant species causes localized risk or concern.

	Companion Bill:
	5087  Noxious weed lists
	S, Rules X

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1169-s.pdf


	ES1175
	Trans budget 2009-11/2011-13
	Clibborn


	House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Representatives Clibborn, Armstrong, Liias, and Billig)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Makes transportation appropriations for the 2009-2011 fiscal biennium and the 2011-2013 fiscal biennium.

	Companion Bill:
	5176  Trans budget 2009-11/2011-13
	S, Rules 2

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1175-s.e.pdf


	E1177
	Field investigations
	Hunt


	Representatives Hunt and McCoy
	
	


	
Declares that field investigations on privately owned lands should be conducted by professional archaeologists.

	Companion Bill:
	5282  Archaeological investigation
	S, Rules X

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1177.e.pdf


	1179
	Public employees/meetings
	Hunt


	Representatives Hunt, Hudgins, Appleton, Liias, Miloscia, McCoy, Reykdal, Goodman, Darneille, Van De Wege, Upthegrove, Ormsby, Billig, Orwall, Green, Kenney, Dickerson, Santos, Frockt, Tharinger, and Moscoso
	
	


	
Clarifies that state employees may attend informational or educational meetings regarding legislative issues with a legislator or other elected official.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1179.pdf


	1212
	Dept. of agriculture/gifts
	Lytton


	Representatives Lytton, Smith, Blake, and Warnick
	
	Requested by
Department of Agriculture


	
Authorizes the director of the department of agriculture to accept, expend, and retain certain gifts, grants, bequests, and contributions.

	Companion Bill:
	5072  Dept. of agriculture/gifts
	H, Rules R

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1212.pdf


	1229
	Commercial drivers
	Moscoso


	Representatives Moscoso, Armstrong, and Kenney
	
	Requested by
Department of Licensing


	
Modifies commercial driver's license provisions relating to: (1) Applications for a license;
(2) Medical variance certification;
(3) Notification to commercial driver's license information system of certain required information; and
(4) Definition of "type of driving" which includes excepted and nonexcepted interstate and excepted and nonexcepted intrastate.

	Companion Bill:
	5629  Commercial drivers
	S, Transportation

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1229.pdf


	1286
	Tax preference review
	Orcutt


	Representatives Orcutt, Hasegawa, Kelley, Santos, and Reykdal
	
	


	
Changes the tax preference review process for the citizen commission for performance measurement of tax preferences and the joint legislative audit and review committee.

	Companion Bill:
	5044  Tax preference review
	H, 2nd Reading

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1286.pdf


	1306
	Agribusiness drivers/license
	Lytton


	Representatives Lytton, Bailey, Dahlquist, Billig, Clibborn, Armstrong, McCune, Blake, Liias, Takko, Chandler, Johnson, Frockt, Fitzgibbon, and Smith
	
	


	
Eliminates the expiration for exempting applicants who operate commercial motor vehicles for agribusiness purposes from certain commercial driver's license requirements.

	Companion Bill:
	5215  Agribusiness drivers/license
	S, Rules X

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1306.pdf


	1358
	Combination of vehicles
	Klippert


	Representatives Klippert, Liias, and Sells
	
	Requested by
Department of Transportation


	
Limits the combination of vehicles.

	Companion Bill:
	5260  Combination of vehicles
	H, Rules R

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1358.pdf


	S1371
	Boards and commissions
	Darneille


	House Committee on State Government & Tribal Affairs (originally sponsored by Representatives Darneille and Hunt)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Eliminates certain boards and commissions.

	Companion Bill:
	5469  Boards and commissions
	S, GovtOp & Elect

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1371-s.pdf


	1381
	Water nonuse/suffic. cause
	Warnick


	Representatives Warnick, Blake, Hinkle, Taylor, and Haler
	
	


	
Revises the definition of "sufficient cause" for the nonuse of water by including waiting for a final determination from the department of ecology on a change application.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1381.pdf


	1391
	Columbia Basin project/water
	Warnick


	Representatives Warnick, Haler, Fagan, Schmick, and Chandler
	
	


	
Modifies provisions relating to the use of water delivered from the federal Columbia basin project.

	Companion Bill:
	5293  Columbia Basin project/water
	S, Rules X

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1391.pdf


	1392
	Irrigation district property
	Klippert


	Representatives Klippert, Haler, Fagan, and Chandler
	
	


	
Addresses the duration for leases of irrigation district property.

	Companion Bill:
	5295  Irrigation district property
	D, l to Gov

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1392.pdf


	S1467
	Definition of a well
	Buys


	House Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally sponsored by Representatives Buys, Blake, Chandler, Pearson, Fagan, Overstreet, Harris, Wilcox, Johnson, Haler, Warnick, McCune, and Kelley)
	
	


	
Revises the definition of "well" for purposes of water well construction.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1467-s.pdf


	ES1489
	Fertilizer w/ phosphorus
	Billig


	House Committee on Environment (originally sponsored by Representatives Billig, Morris, Frockt, Carlyle, Crouse, Ryu, Finn, Jinkins, Fitzgibbon, Tharinger, Rolfes, Liias, Moscoso, Stanford, Dunshee, Pettigrew, Ladenburg, Ormsby, Van De Wege, Moeller, Hunt, Pedersen, Maxwell, Roberts, Reykdal, Kagi, Darneille, Clibborn, Jacks, and Kenney)
	
	


	
Limits the sale, display, and application of turf fertilizer labeled as containing phosphorus.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1489-s.e.pdf


	S1506
	Fire suppression efforts
	Chandler


	House Committee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives Chandler, Takko, and Johnson)
	
	


	
Addresses fire suppression efforts and capabilities on unprotected land outside a fire protection jurisdiction.
Provides immunity from liability for fire service protection agencies taking part in firefighting efforts outside their jurisdiction.
Revises the seller's disclosure statement by requesting information on fire protection services.

	Companion Bill:
	5373  Fire suppression efforts
	S, Rules X

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1506-s.pdf


	1735
	Clean water jobs
	Ormsby


	Representatives Ormsby, Clibborn, Upthegrove, Springer, McCoy, Eddy, Dunshee, Hunt, Frockt, Moscoso, Fitzgibbon, Ryu, Sells, Pedersen, Carlyle, Appleton, Dickerson, Darneille, Liias, Billig, Roberts, Maxwell, Reykdal, Kenney, Tharinger, and Stanford
	
	


	
Establishes the clean water jobs act of 2011.
Imposes a storm water pollution fee on the first possession of petroleum products, pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers for the purpose of offsetting the burden of funding projects and activities that redress state water pollution caused by the presence of such substances in storm water runoff.
Creates the storm water pollution account.

	Companion Bill:
	5604  Clean water jobs
	S, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1735.pdf


	S1861
	State railroad property
	Armstrong


	House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Representatives Armstrong, Clibborn, Hargrove, Liias, Billig, and Schmick)
	
	


	
Authorizes the sale or lease of property, that is not essential for the operation of certain rail service, after the acquisition of the property by the department of transportation.
Requires revenue received by the department of transportation from operating leases or other business operations on the Palouse River and Coulee City rail lines to be used for the refurbishment or improvement of the Palouse River and Coulee City rail lines.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1861-s.pdf


	ES1886
	Ruckelshaus Center process
	Takko


	House Committee on Local Government (originally sponsored by Representatives Takko, Angel, Bailey, and Tharinger)
	
	


	
Implements William D. Ruckelshaus Center recommendations by establishing the voluntary stewardship program to protect and enhance critical areas on lands used for agricultural activities through voluntary actions by agricultural operators.

	Companion Bill:
	5713  Ruckelshaus Center process
	S, Rules X

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/1886-s.e.pdf


	2023
	Workers' comp/disability
	Springer


	Representatives Springer and Sells
	
	


	
Achieves savings in workers' compensation.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/2023.pdf


	2025
	Industrial insurance
	Springer


	Representatives Springer and Sells
	
	


	
Freezes industrial insurance cost-of-living increases.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/2025.pdf


	S2026
	Industrial insurance account
	Sells


	Representatives Sells and Reykdal
	
	


	
Creates the industrial insurance rainy day account.
Requires the director of the department of labor and industries to: (1) In consultation with the state treasurer and the workers' compensation advisory committee, determine whether there is a surplus in the accident fund or the medical aid fund; and
(2) If a surplus balance exists in either or both funds, notify the treasurer of the amount.
Requires the treasurer to transfer the surplus balance to the industrial insurance rainy day account.
Requires the state investment board to invest and reinvest moneys in the industrial insurance rainy day account.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/2026-s.pdf


	2050
	Water rights protection fee
	Hudgins


	Representatives Hudgins, Hunt, Ormsby, Fitzgibbon, Upthegrove, Cody, Dunshee, Liias, Billig, Reykdal, Sells, Dickerson, Hasegawa, Appleton, McCoy, and Ryu
	
	


	
Requires intensive water users, who hold a water right document for industrial, agricultural, or commercial purposes, to annually remit a water right protection fee.
Requires the department of ecology to: (1) Provide notice by mail of the requirement to pay fees;
(2) Widely publicize the requirement for water right holders and claimants to pay the fees; and
(3) Establish and maintain up-to-date records of the entities that hold water rights and claimed rights.
Authorizes the department of ecology to: (1) Issue orders and civil penalties as a result of unpaid fees;
(2) Contract with the department of revenue or other appropriate entities for administration and collection of fees; and
(3) Adopt rules to modify and update the fees.
Changes the name of the water rights tracking system account to the water rights protection account.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/House Bills/2050.pdf


	5044
	Tax preference review
	Rockefeller


	Senators Rockefeller, Zarelli, and Regala
	
	


	
Changes the tax preference review process for the citizen commission for performance measurement of tax preferences and the joint legislative audit and review committee.

	Companion Bill:
	1286  Tax preference review
	S, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5044.pdf


	S5069
	Farm labor contractor acct
	Prentice


	Senate Committee on Labor, Commerce & Consumer Protection (originally sponsored by Senators Prentice, Kohl-Welles, Conway, Kline, and Chase)
	
	Requested by
Department of Labor & Industries


	
Creates the farm labor contractor account to be used for administering the farm labor contractor licensing program.

	Companion Bill:
	1057  Farm labor contractor acct
	S, Rules 2G

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5069-s.pdf


	S5072
	Dept. of agriculture/gifts
	Hatfield


	Senate Committee on Agriculture & Rural Economic Development (originally sponsored by Senators Hatfield, Shin, and Haugen)
	
	Requested by
Department of Agriculture


	
Authorizes the director of the department of agriculture to accept, expend, and retain certain gifts, grants, bequests, and contributions.
Requires the transfer of surplus funds of a candidate or political committee to the department of agriculture's food assistance program for distribution to food banks.

	Companion Bill:
	1212  Dept. of agriculture/gifts
	S, Rules 2

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5072-s.pdf


	ES5077
	Eminent domain/economic dev.
	Pflug


	Senate Committee on Government Operations, Tribal Relations & Elections (originally sponsored by Senators Pflug, Shin, Carrell, Swecker, Sheldon, Becker, Honeyford, Benton, Schoesler, Stevens, Delvin, Keiser, Hewitt, Roach, and Holmquist Newbry)
	
	Requested by
Attorney General


	
Prohibits a public entity from taking property for the purpose of economic development.

	Companion Bill:
	1035  Eminent domain/economic dev.
	H, Judiciary

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5077-s.e.pdf


	5135
	Unemployment insurance prog.
	Kohl-Welles


	Senate Committee on Labor, Commerce & Consumer Protection (originally sponsored by Senators Kohl-Welles, Holmquist Newbry, King, Honeyford, Schoesler, Becker, Hobbs, Rockefeller, Baumgartner, Hill, Litzow, and Benton)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Modifies, temporarily, the unemployment insurance social cost factor rate for rate year 2011.

	Companion Bill:
	1090  Unemployment insurance prog.
	H, Labor/Work Dev

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5135.pdf


	S5176
	Trans budget 2009-11/2011-13
	Haugen


	Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Haugen, King, White, and Shin)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Makes transportation appropriations for the 2009-2011 fiscal biennium and the 2011-2013 fiscal biennium.

	Companion Bill:
	1175  Trans budget 2009-11/2011-13
	S, 2nd Reading

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5176-s.pdf


	S5359
	Contiguous land/property tax
	Morton


	Senate Committee on Agriculture & Rural Economic Development (originally sponsored by Senators Morton, Swecker, Honeyford, and Schoesler)
	
	


	
Defines the terms "same ownership" and "family" for purposes of chapter 84.34 RCW (open space, agricultural, timber lands--current use--conservation futures).
Defines the term "contiguous" for purposes of chapter 84.33 RCW (timber and forest lands).

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5359-s.pdf


	S5536
	Water resources management
	Rockefeller


	Senate Committee on Environment, Water & Energy (originally sponsored by Senators Rockefeller, Honeyford, Ranker, Nelson, Shin, and Kline)
	
	Requested by
Department of Ecology


	
Modifies water resources management provisions relating to: (1) Mitigation and conservation;
(2) The review process;
(3) Watershed management;
(4) Water resources cost recovery; and
(5) Elimination of the water rights tracking system account.

	Companion Bill:
	1610  Water resources management
	H, Ag & Nat Res

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5536-s.pdf


	ES5555
	Water rights transfers
	Parlette


	Senate Committee on Environment, Water & Energy (originally sponsored by Senators Parlette, Hatfield, Morton, Honeyford, and Hewitt)
	
	


	
Requires the department of ecology, for counties located east of the crest of the Cascade mountains, to approve an application for an interbasin water rights transfer only after providing notice electronically to the board of county commissioners in the county of origin upon receipt of an application.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5555-s.e.pdf


	E5566
	Workers' compensation
	Kohl-Welles


	Senators Kohl-Welles and Kline
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Modifies workers' compensation provisions.
Authorizes parties to an allowed claim for benefits to enter into a voluntary settlement agreement.
Requires the department of labor and industries to: (1) Contract for an independent study of voluntary settlement agreements approved by the board of industrial insurance appeals;
(2) Contract with an independent entity to study occupational disease claims in the workers' compensation system;
(3) Contract for an independent study of return to work provisions; and
(4) Create a Washington stay-at-work account which shall be funded by assessments of employers insured through the state fund for the costs of certain payments and for the cost of creating a reserve for anticipated liabilities.
Makes wage subsidies and other incentives available to employers insured with the department of labor and industries to encourage employers at the time of injury to provide light duty or transitional work for their workers.

	Companion Bill:
	1686  Workers' compensation
	H, Labor/Work Dev

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5566.e.pdf


	5604
	Clean water jobs
	Nelson


	Senators Nelson, Murray, Rockefeller, Kline, Keiser, Conway, Fraser, Regala, Shin, Kohl-Welles, and Chase
	
	


	
Establishes the clean water jobs act of 2011.
Imposes a storm water pollution fee on the first possession of petroleum products, pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers for the purpose of offsetting the burden of funding projects and activities that redress state water pollution caused by the presence of such substances in storm water runoff.
Creates the storm water pollution account.

	Companion Bill:
	1735  Clean water jobs
	H, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5604.pdf


	S5635
	Surface water right permits
	Honeyford


	Senate Committee on Environment, Water & Energy (originally sponsored by Senators Honeyford and Rockefeller)
	
	Requested by
Department of Natural Resources


	
Modifies provisions relating to changes of the point of diversion in a surface water right permit.

	Companion Bill:
	1802  Surface water right permits
	H, Exec Action

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5635-s.pdf


	S5669
	Natural resources agencies
	Ranker


	Senate Committee on Natural Resources & Marine Waters (originally sponsored by Senators Ranker, Swecker, Regala, Rockefeller, Nelson, White, Pflug, and Shin)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Creates the department of fish, wildlife, and recreation as an executive branch agency.
Transfers the following to the department of fish, wildlife, and recreation: (1) The law enforcement program and employees of the department of natural resources;
(2) The pollution liability insurance agency (expires June 1, 2013);
(3) The powers, duties, and functions of the department of fish and wildlife;
(4) The powers, duties, and functions of the law enforcement program of the department of natural resources;
(5) The powers, duties, and functions of the state parks and recreation commission; and
(6) The powers, duties, and functions of the recreation and conservation office.
Merges the pollution liability insurance program established by chapter 70.148 RCW (underground petroleum storage tanks) and chapter 70.149 RCW (heating oil pollution liability protection act) into the department of fish, wildlife, and recreation. Expires June 1, 2013.
Transfers the reclaimed water program from the department of health to the department of ecology.
Transfers the site use permit program from the department of ecology to the department of health.
Requires the department of ecology to provide administrative and functional assistance to the Columbia River Gorge commission.
Requires the secretary of the department of health and the directors of the department of ecology, the pollution liability insurance agency, and the Columbia River Gorge commission to each designate one executive-level representative to serve on a consolidation transition team.
Requires the code reviser to: (1) Note wherever the director or department of fish and wildlife, the director or recreation and conservation office, and the director or parks and recreation commission is used or referred to in statute that the name of the department or office has changed; and
(2) Prepare legislation for the 2012 regular legislative session that changes the appropriate statutory references.

	Companion Bill:
	1850  Natural resources agencies
	H, SGTribalAff

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5669-s.pdf


	S5717
	Higher ed funding task force
	Tom


	Senate Committee on Higher Education & Workforce Development (originally sponsored by Senators Tom, Kilmer, White, and Shin)
	
	Requested by
Governor Gregoire


	
Implements higher education funding task force recommendations relating to goals, funding, performance, and accountability.

	Companion Bill:
	1666  Higher education funding
	H, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5717-s.pdf


	5757
	Groundwater protection
	Nelson


	Senators Nelson and Kline
	
	


	
Imposes a surcharge of two hundred dollars upon certain water wells.
Creates the groundwater management account.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5757.pdf


	5816
	Tax preferences/basic health
	Chase


	Senators Chase, Kohl-Welles, Rockefeller, Nelson, Keiser, Kline, Conway, Prentice, and Fraser
	
	


	
Provides funding for maintaining basic health program enrollment by terminating certain tax preferences.

	Companion Bill:
	1847  Tax preferences/basic health
	H, Ways & Means

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5816.pdf


	5857
	Tax expenditure reform
	Kohl-Welles


	Senators Kohl-Welles, Murray, Keiser, Kline, Prentice, Rockefeller, Chase, Ranker, White, Nelson, Conway, Harper, and Shin
	
	


	
Addresses tax expenditure reform to provide transparency and accountability in fiscal matters by: (1) Eliminating sales and use tax exemptions;
(2) Eliminating business and occupation tax exemptions, credits, deductions, and preferential tax rates;
(3) Incorporating state tax expenditures into the state budget process; and
(4) Modifying the tax preference review by the joint legislative audit and review committee.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5857.pdf


	5860
	State employee compensation
	Murray


	Senator Murray
	
	Requested by
Office of Financial Management


	
Reduces base salaries by three percent for all state employees of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, except for: (1) Elected officials whose salaries are set by the commission on salaries for elected officials;
(2) Employees at higher education institutions;
(3) Certificated employees of the state school for the blind and the center for childhood deafness and hearing loss;
(4) Commissioned officers of the Washington state patrol represented by the state patrol troopers association and the Washington state patrol lieutenants association;
(5) Represented ferry workers of the department of transportation; and
(6) Employees whose monthly full-time equivalent salary is less than two thousand five hundred dollars per month.
Authorizes state elected officials of the executive branch to voluntarily reduce their salary.

	Full Text URL:
	http://www.leg.wa.gov/pub/billinfo/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Senate Bills/5860.pdf
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